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Reveneny sin, 


| Sl whoſe foſtering « care I received my | 
education, you expreſs, as well as your 
own, the earneſt and ſincere wiſhes of 
thoſe 1 reſpectable perſons who, in my ear- ; 
lier years, honoured me with their friend- ; 
ſhip. And it gives me no ſmall uncaſi= 5 
neſs, that I am conſtrained ſtill to think 
differently from ſo many amiable and 
learned men, to whom 1 am bound by 5 
every tie of gratitude and eſteem, and 
5 whoſe good e 1 wiſh, as far as 1 


£ f H EN you urge me "to; return to 5 
the communion of the church 5 
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1 1 
can, always. to ſecure. Vo and they 


feel no difficulty i in complying with the 
terms our Alma Mater has impoſed upon 


her ſons. ' You can, conſcientiouſly ſub- 


ſcribe lier articles, and heartily join in f 
her ſervices. And though you think 
Y there may be blemiſhes i in the Liturgy, 
and defects in the ſyſtem, yet, in your 
eſtimation, they are not ſo great as to 
authorize an individual to ſet up his 
private ſentiments againſt the public de- 
ciſion, and to leave the religion of his | 
anceſtors. Vou would have us wait, til! 
| it ſhall pleaſe our governors to take theſe 
matters into their conſideration ; until " 
reviſion of your creeds and forms ſhall be 
undertaken by the order, and with the aſe 
ſiſtance of the ſtate. You fay, my ſepara- 7) 

tion i is an offence againſt the eccleſiaſtical 
conſtitution, particularly unbecoming a2 
young man, who ought rather to acqui- 


eſee | in the concluſions of his academical | 


5 1 1 15 | ſuperiors, 
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ſuperiors, than rely upon his own 'rea- 


ſoning and judgment. I am by no means 


wanting in a proper deference to the ſen- 


9 timents of mankind *. * revere the names 


of the reformers * drew up and eſta⸗ 
bliſhed your confeſſions, and 1 feel the 
moſt genuine reſpect for their pious and 

: learned ſucceſſors who. at this time „ 
| worthily fit in their chairs. 1 enjoy the 
| enlightening influence of their polite a 


5 quirements, which reaches to our hemiſ- ; 


phere, while It is ſo beneficial to yours. 


i Cicero, whoſe writings we both admire, 2 
has taught me not to think lightly of the 
general voice, or wantonly to oppoſe the reſt 5 
of mankind. os uzdamreverentia adhiben- 
NE da eſt adverſus homines.” But, 1 muſt ; 


think, that religion f is a perſonal concern, 


and thate gs man, " the laws of Gop and 


* Were the nn put to all the thinking and : 
| ſerious part of the nation, 1 believe the majority _ 


e be for an alteration, 


tent 


. 


o act honeſtly, according to them. I re- 


bebte to have read an extract from a 

i letter in Caſſiodorius * much to my pre- 

f ſent purpoſe; and as you are a lover of 
the ancients as well as myſelf, I ſhall i A 
troduce to your notice this venerable ſpe- 
cimen of their thoughts on the ſubject. ; 

; a; Nam cum divinitas patiatur multas re- 

=; ligiones eſſe, nos unam non audemus 1 
5 cc. imponere. Nos retinemus enim legiſſe 


ee voluntarie facrificandum eſſe Domino, 


« non cujuſquam cogentis imperio. Quod A 
4 qui aliter facere tentaverit, cœleſtibus 
60 juſſionibus evidenter obviavit +,” This 
eee 8 was 
* Marcin 1 8 Senator, is placed | 

by Cave as flouriſhing in 514, when he was Conſul. 1 

LARDNER. Cred. vol. xi. | 

I Since the ſupreme Being hack permitted the ex- | 
iſtence of many religions, we dare not impoſe one only 


upon 


reaſon, i 1s obliged to enquire for himſelf, 28 
to form the beſt opinions he is able, and 


* 
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; was nobly ſaid : and it ſhould ſeem from 

hence, that toleration was better under= 
Rood in that day, by ſome at leaſt, than 
has been ſince ſuppoſed. And now, as 
we have gone back into the groves of an- 
tiquity, give me leave to produce from 

the chriſtian Tully, ſome few. ſentences 

N equally candid, but much more elegant. 


„ 


re opportet in ea re maxime, in 


* qua vita ratio verſatur, 8181, quem- 
e que CONFIDERE, SUOQUE Judicio, ac 
4 N PROPRIIS ſenſi bus niti ad inveſtigan- 
| « dam et perpendendam veritatem quam 
uh credentem alienis erroribus decipi, tan- 
"08 quam ipſum rationis expertem. Dedit i 
* omnibus Deus pro virili portione, ſa- 
6 pientiam ut et inaudita inveſtigare ; 
C poſſent, et audita 5 Nec 


= * 5 2 — 


upon iel. oy W to ene oa that God 5 
is to be worſhipped voluntarily, and not according to 
the injunctions of human authority. And he who 


doth otherwiſe, acts in evident e to the di- 
vine commands. | 


2 | 


_—_— 
* N 


1 5 
quia nos illi tempore anteceſſerunt, 
ſapientia quoque anteceſſerunt, quæ, g 


. omnibus æqualiter datur, occupari ab 
& antecedentibus non poteſt. IIlibabilis 
« eft tanquam lux et claritas ſolis, quia 
4 ut ſol oculorum, fic ſapientia lumen eſt 
cc. cordis humani. Quare cum ſapere, id eſt, 

| «,veritatem quærere, omnibus ſit innatum, 

8 « fapientiam ſibi adimunt qui ſ ſine ullo j ju- 
* dicio inventa majorum probant et ab 


2 


* | 


alis pecudum more ducuntur. Sed hoc f 


eos fallit, quod, majorum nomine po- 


oy ito, non putant fieri poſſe, aut ut ipfi 
; « plus ſapiant quia minores vocantur, aut = 
E illi deſipuerint quia majores nominan- : 

« tur + 24 know that you approve of 

theſe 1 5 


* 


4 1 Inſt. Lib. E Win 3 in that 


: concern eſpecially, which relates to the conduct of © 
life, every man ought rather to truſt to HIMSELF 
and his owN JUDGMENT, and to rely upon his own 
FACULTIES, in the inveſtigation and conſideration 
5 of truth, than to be deceived by adopting the miſtakes 


3. ö N 


T8 I: 


theſe ſentiments, and are a moſt entire 
friend to a liberal and extenſive tolera- 
tion. How is it then that you appear to 
cenſure thoſe of your Fellow- chriſtians, 


of others, as if he had no a of his own. Got 
| hath given to all men ſuch a degree of underſtanding, 
5 as may enable them to ſearch out new truths, and 


examine old ones. N or does it follow, becauſe our 


anceſtors preceded us in time, that therefore they 


5 have excelled us in wiſdom; Which, having been : 


| impartially beſtowed upon the whole human race, 5 


. 


could not be occupied ſolely by our predeceſſors. It 
Is as inexhauſtible as the light and brightneſs of the 
fun; and as the ſun illuminates the eyes, ſo doth _ 


- wiſdom the heart of man. Since, therefore, the love . 


of truth 1 is implanted in all of us by nature, thoſe 


who implicitly receive the opinions of their anceſtors, N 
and are led, like cattle, by others, deprive themſelves 8 
of that knowledge which they might have attained. | 
Herein lies their error, that, from an undue re- 


c verence to ancient authority, they think it impoſſible : 


_ that, thoſe who. have gone before them ſhould ever 


have been miſtaken, or that they themſelyes ſhould 8 


in An reſpe&t become ſuperior to them in wiſdom, 


. who, 55 


% e - * * 
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; 
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who, in order to preſerve true ſerenity EE. 


mind, are conſtrained to accept the be- 
: nefits of toleration ? Of late years, you 
know, Sir, the propriety of ſubſcribing to 
N what we do not believe, and of worſhip- 
ping in forms we do not approve, has 
been fully and ably examined. And ſome 
of the worthieſt of your clergy have moſt - 
meritoriouſly retired from the high way 
of wealth and honour, to the « cool ſe- 
5 queſtered vale of life;” chooſing a fitu- 
ation leſs conſiderable indeed, but to them ; . 
infinitely more peaceful. They have of- 5 bY 
fered a grand ſacrifice at the ſhrine of : 5 
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ſincerity, and their names will be recorded 
in the annals of liberty with reſpect and 

veneration. f Robertſon, Lindſey, Maty, 
|  Jebb, and Evanſon are names well known, 
=_ and I am ſure highly revered by one of 
4 I 5 7 your candor and liberality. It has been 
= rather diſingenuouſy hinted that their 


Ze ; remarkable conduct es in pride, | 


n } 
| and an ambitious deſire of raiſin g them- 
; ſelves into conſpicuous poſts, more cafily 
to attract the public admiration. Rey 


: Pulchrum eſt digito monſtrari et dicier hic eſt. 
| : PRS. Sar. ® SY 


But though this uncharitable reflection 
has ſupplied the place of argument, and 
been brandiſhed with much controverſial 
vigor, by ſome who had no better wea- 
pon to uſe on the field of theological : 
conteſt; yet it muſt be confeſſed, that al- 
moſt all whoſe good opinion is wotthy of 
a wiſh, have paid the due ſhare of praiſe ” 
to theſs worthy confeſſors. | But os bu= = 
| ſineſs i is not to write their eulogy. lam 
to apologize for my own conduct, nd 
meritorious indeed, but equally honeſt 
and üncere. LES 


It i is not my intention to plead: at large - 
for the truth of the opinions I have | 


en delightful tobe pointed out to others, 1 i 
to have it Le c This i 18 He,” 2 
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formed, or the ſoundneſs of the principles 

upon which 1 have acted. It is ſufficient 

7, that they. are my opinions, and my prin- 

ciples, The right of private judgment, 
the ſufficiency of the ſcriptures as a rule 
of faith, and the impropriety of impoſing 


human definitions upon the conſciences 8 


of men, have been ſo thoroughly diſcuſſed "2 
1 within theſe few years, that a repetition 
of arguments ſo well known to ever 
man of reading would be totally needleſs. 
© Indeed 1. ſeems to be the general 5 
opinion of your wiſeſt and moſt candid 
_ clergy, that theſe are truths of real im- 


Nag . . anne 
eeseees staaten eee Cen 


portance, and that alterations muſt ſhortly pon, 


be made in order to reſtore unadulterated 
5 Chr iſtianity, to unite the different deno- 


Hi minations of Proteſtants, and cloſe- up 


thoſe breaches which have ſhamefully 


diſgraced the church. ' Nothin Je can effect 5 


this moſt deſirable comprehenſion, but 
h enlarging the boundaries * oor Fam 


* Wh — 


— 


[ | TY 


| munion, and admitting into orders every. 
| qualified ſtudent, who gives ſufficient 
evidence of his faith in the Chriſtian 
revelation. The following paſſage from 
the Letters of Mr. Sturges to the Biſhop 
of London, has yielded me the pureſt 
ſatisfaction, and, conſidering many coin- 
ciqdent circumſtances, i is, 1 hope, the har- ; 
binger and pioneer of the long deſired 
reformation. OF, As Chriſtianity ſhould 
« be made as much as poſſible in the 
public profeſſion of it, what it is in 
e religion of benevolence and 5 
e concord, Chriſtians ſhould be invited ; 


4 


K 2 


3 ce 


things they can be made to agree. 


1 | 


by every conciliating, every accommo- 
6 dating meaſure to join in one profeſſion. | 
« All invidious diſtinctions, all unne- 
0 ceflaryimpediments ſhould be removed; 
| 0 ſmaller differences ſhould be dropped | 
0 by all parties, provided that! in greater 5 


Now to ae the public born 


2 165 


: 14 ; 
we. by which one church is diſtinguiſhed 0 
« from another, on thoſe ſubjects eſpe- 


« cially which are difficult and diſputa- 0 
ble, is to multiply the conditions re- 
1 . quired from thoſe who would accede 
| & to it, and to make their union with it 
leſs profiicable . *. . 
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I * & « Letters from 51 ohn Sturges, A M. . ebenda of | 
40 er Wincheſter, to the Lord Biſhop of London, on the 
00 Church Eftabliſhment. 1 take this opportunity 
to congratulate that gentleman on being the author of = 
| ſa candid and liberal a performance, which will gain 
him the eſteem of every friend to religious liberty, . 
1 and true learning. And I cannot but expreſs my 
concern at the manner in which Mr. Robinſon has 
drawn up his plan of lectures. 1 thought our diſſent 
was now generally conſidered as grounded not ſo : 
much on a diſlike to ceremonies, as on the right 8 
men have of chooſing a form of worſhip, and framing 
a religious ſyſtem for themſelves. In the preſent ſtate 
| of human affairs, ſome addreſſes to the ſenſes ſeem 


very expedient, and precompoſed pr * abſolutely 
neceſſary, FF 
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* 1 a þ . : . , 8 * 3 » 
. 4 8 - > Z 4 Cy 
g - „ * 8 A of s 
| 3 | | 18 


F + J 
* 


_—_ 5 


th 1 
| This pls, wiſely and liberally: « exe 


cuted, will rank among the grandeſt | 
=} epochas of the hiſtory of the church: A 
period this to which I cannot look for- 
ward without the moſt pleaſing emotions. 
* O præclarum diem!“ Hail O illuſtrious 25 
Es day, when all the ſocieties of Chriſtians 
ſhall be completely and harmoniouſly 
| united, their name and their intereſt be 
one, and truth, peace, and goodneſs be . 
their purſuit, their defence, and their 3 


glory! | 


N There is then no occaſion for me to 

1 repeat what the Author of the Confeſ- KEY 
Honal, Mr. Lindfey, and others, have 
already maintained. Their works are in 

the hands of every one, and cannot fail of ” 

improving the candid, the nprejudiced, 

and the good. 1 
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My defign | is in very few words to ſtate 
as reaſons of 'my ſeparation, | in order to 
ſhew thoſe who are kind enough to be 
concerned about my intereſt, that I have 
reaſons for what I have done: Reaſons 

adequate to the extraordinary effect; and 
that I ſhould not have given up connec- | 
tions ſuperlatively dear, had it been 
poſſible for me to have retained them 5 


| vith n and eee 


When 1 firſt left the univerſity, I had 0 
objections to declaring my 0 unfeigned 
« aſſent and conſent toall 10 every thing 
mW contained. in the Book of Common- ä 


« Prayer, &c.” The office of baptiſm, 


beſides its prolixity, appeared unreaſon- 


able and unſeriptural. Before I took my 


- bachelor's degree I felt on this account 0 
N no ſmall uneaſineſs. In order to obtain 

| GatisfaQtion, I applied to ſeveral of my 
55 friends, who gave me various explications 


of 


„ . — 


19) 


of the doarine of your church on | that | 
head. They were perhaps ſome of the 
beſt chat could be given, but they were 
not thoſe ſolid concluſions which leave 
the enquiring mind ſettled and compoſed. 
In this ſituation, with much anxiety . 
made the declaration, was admitted to my 
5 degree, and immediately after, as you 
N Sir, came into the country; and 


1 ubes renovate e dolorem 4, 


the fervor of inexperienced youth, a cru 7 


pulous mind, and converſation with entbhu- 


| faftical diſſenters, conſpired | to produce 
al that religious frenzy, which, for many 
months, hurried me into exceſſes that L 
| hall n not juſtify. May all this ſpace be 
cConſidered as a Parentheſis i in the hiſtory 5 
of my nel 1 85 . 


» You oblige me 00 recall to mind the painful „ 


ſubles. 3 n 


Ex 
In the u mean While, giving myſelf leave 
to think freely, I ſaw more and more 
reaſon to reſtrain me from taking orders 
in your church, and to fix me among the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters. My regard for: 
Oxford, my affection for my ever eſtemm- 
ed, friends reſiding, there; and, on the: 
contrary, my. increaſing conviction of the; 
: impropriety of conforming, conſpired. ta- 
awaken in my mind oppoſite feelings far . 
more painful than I can deſcribe; Irp- 
flected on 


The frank igen FM ea Celine... 

Ihe towers that wear the moſſy veſt of time, 

The maſly piles, of old, munificence | 

At once the ſeat of learning and defence, : 

- The cloiſters pale, that lepgeh'ning! to the 0. 
To contemplation ſtep by ſtep invite; SE 

: The * walls where oft the whiſpers 
„ 


: Qf.t 25 unſeen have, wg te Poet's err | 


The temples dim where pious duty pays | 
Her holy Hymns of- ever-echoing praiſe *, 


Quis talia fando 
T emperet a Laerymis f? YES 


4 cannot — nor do 1 deſire to reſtrain 85 
them. Theſe tears are ſacred to early- 
formed attachments. The ſweettremem- 
brance of former days preſerved from 
being totally extinguiſhed my defire of 
returning, while my doubts, and ſcruples, N 
and objections were daily acquiring new = 
ſtrength. In this agitated condition 1 
remained ſeveral months, till at length | 
my mind was fully determined. I took 
my name from the College dooks; and 
applied for ordination by „the laying on 
of the hands of tlie Preſbytery,” giving 
then poblickly as my Tani that ſub- 


=y | Warton's Triumph. of Ifis. SEE Wl 


| * Who in mentioning theſe thing can FD — 
| from tears? 1 3 . : 


1 2 ] 


miſſion to the terms of clerical confor- 

mity appeared to me inconſiſtent with 

the allegiance I owed to Jeſus Chriſt the 
5 only Lord of conſcience, the ſole head and 
” lawgiver of his church. This grand 


truth was, as you know, Sir, the founda- 


tion on which the reformers built their 


ſeparation from the church aof Rome. 


It is now the ground of the Feather's- 
Tavern Aſſociation, and the principle | 
which chiefly actuates every rational Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenter. The cloſer my atten- 


tion has ſince been to this ſubject, the 
2 ſtronger have been my convictions of the 
neceſſity of withdrawing from every eſta- 


bliſhed church, or ſeparate communion, 


that requires ſubſcription to human de- 


fnitions of: the Faith. 


1 will. now v bring the whole 3 into a very 5 


chen n. 5 


I. Not» 


— 
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"i Notwithſtanding the various and 
plauſible. excuſes which ingenious men 


have dextrouſly t framed, 1 muſt think that 
ſubſcription to articles we do not believe, 
1s a diſhoneſt and prevaricating buſineſs. 5 
To declare in the moſt ſolemn manner 
before Gop, my judge, that I heartily aſ- 
ſent, to what in my conſcience, after 
much examination, I think is falſe and 
unſeriptural, is ſurely ſuch trifling with 
an oath as cannot be juſtified i in any rea- 
ſonable being, much leſs in one who is 
to be the teacher and example of upright- = 
neſs. Dr. Randolph, in his anſwer to an 
8 excellent pamphlet on the « Impropriety, | 
- 1006s ” has aſked ſome momentous queſtions 
p altogether deſerving the attention of thoſe 
gentlemen who remain in your church 
notwithſtanding their diſſatisfaction. Do „„ oY 
1 they think themſelves at liberty to take 7, ns 
: vou themſelyes the office of teachers and 


governors. . 


2 
R 
3 
3 
ps 
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No 
* „ hs 1 „ 


(governors in a 1 0 whole fundimebtal : 
doctrines they diſbelieve, and repeatedly to 


«declare their aſſent to what they think 


falſe Can they ſolemnly profeſs in their 


own perſons, faying—I believe - before 
| Go, at his altar, in the face of a con- 5 
gregation aſſembled for divine worſhip, | 
and yet not believe, what they profeſs 
their belief of? Again. If they ſolemnly 
: addreſs. Gor in terms containing what 

hey verily think a kllhood; is there not 
” lie i in their mouths? 


- 46k Par be it W to condemn all 

: belt who hold their preferments 1 in your 
church; though they differ very widely 
From her fyſtems. They may have rea- : 


8 ſons, unk 1 


n to me, ſufficient to juſtify 
their conduct to their own conſciences. 


But their actions are not my rule, I am 


n weben * and muſt. anſwer : 


%..t 


I cannot return to your communion, be- 
cauſe I do not believe many of the moſt 
material poſitions contained in your eon 


feſſions, liturgy, and offices, to- Which my 
fincere aſſent is ho mins 


1 cannot you lay aſide your clerical; 


1 join in thoſe parts of our ſervice which 
5 really. are eames and 188 2 - E 


inter woven with your liturgy throughout, | 

that devotion muſt be perpetually- and 
conſiderably interrupted: Beſides, deſtined” 

in early life, and educated, as you. know 
I was, to the important office of the mie 
niſtry, and ſince ſolemnly ſet apart, by 15 


44-4 1 
for myſelf. As an- honeſt man, therefore, 


F I 1 you will 1 be ready to aſle, | 


character, unite with. us as a layman, and 


The ae of your Article are ſo 


prayer and impoſition of hands, 1 cannot bt 
LT | „ 


hs. any means think of relinquiſhing art | | 
employment which I eſteem moſt ho- 
nourable and moſt delightful, and which 


is indeed moſt ſuited to wed natural dif 
poſition a and turn of mind. 


II. Another maſon inducing me to re- 


main a diſſenter from your church, is, 


that by ſo doing, I ſecure that freedom 


of mind, which 1 1s the birthright and un- 

f alterable privilege of every rational crea- 
ture. . Theology is that ſcience, ſays | 
Mr. Locke, which would truly enlarge 

„ men's minds, were it ſtudied and per- 
< mitted to be ſtudied every where with 
— that impartiality, love of truth, and 
charity which it teaches *.” Notwith- 
ſtanding all that has been ſaid by a very 
able Prelate of your church, J cannot ; 


E 


Lees Cola of the Underſtanding, | 


3 
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| but think that the l of divinity, 5 
like every other kind of ſcience, is pro- 
greſſive. Science reſembles that golden 
tree in the Aneid, from whoſe ſtem 
| when one branch was cut off, another 
immediately germinated. Happily free 
from any human reſtraint on our mental 
powers, we can impartially uſe our under 
ſtanding 1 in the examination of ſeripture, 
and having no undue bias in favour of 
any ſyſtem, are moſt likely to arrive 1 
the poſſeſſion of the truth. For you 
muſt. allow. that the free ſtudy of the 
divine oracles, is at leaſt indirectiy diſ- 
couraged, by annexing honours and re- 
wards to the belief of ſome opinions, 
and connecting with others loſſes and 
i diſgrace. . . 


e sir, has been the fate and 8 5 


tion of my mind, ſuch the principhs 1 
D Es have 


have not. haſtily and wantonly admitted, 
| but coolly and deliberately formed. I am 
not prejudiced, or bigoted; 1 entertain 
the higheſt reſpect for many of your 
clergy, and rank their acquaintance and 
friendſhip among the firſt enjoyments of 
my life. My ſeparation, it muſt inge- 
nuouſly be confeſſed, has embittered many 
Hours, many days; yet it has reached out 
to me with a liberal hand an ample com- 
penſation for all my uneaſineſs. It has 


beſtowed on me a tranquil mind; and has 


introduced to my knowledge among our 
8 clergy ſome of the brighteſt ornaments of 
human nature, men who would do credit 
to any communion, able, ingenious, 2 
candid, and benevolent; 7 who are now 
zealouſly ſerving the common cauſe of | 
f revelation, and will one day, 1 moſt ar- 
dently hope, be more cloſely united to 
you, and form with you in England, a 
| Chriſtian £ 


—̃ ets ee nd —_ 4 5 
. . . 
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Chriſtian cb, whoſe Nun, ſhall be 
celebrated by every age, and whoſe being 
and welfare ſhall end only with the 
! world. 


I am, Reverend Sir, 


; Yours molt ref; pectfully, 
Tal, 66ũʒ3 won el 


Fl, 8th 1780. 5 
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